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Remembering Our Saints
Sunday, November 4th, is All Saints
Sunday. It is traditionally a time to remember the saints that have gone before
us to their eternal reward. We will do as
we have done in the past and add new
life and color to this traditional time of remembrance. We are inviting everyone in
our Church Family to bring one fresh
flower to worship on November 4th for each person they would
like to have remembered (and it doesn’t matter how long ago they
died).
Here’s how it will work. First, in the chancel area, there will be
a banquet table. During the first part of our worship service, we
will bring our flowers forward. We will come in groups. Each
group will face the congregation and each person, in turn, will announce the name(s) of the saint(s) they are remembering. The
flowers will be collected and arranged in vases. These vases will
be placed on the banquet table, so that the saints will be literally
decorating the Lord’s Table. The Communion elements will then
be brought into worship and set on the decorated table. The colorful variety of flowers in each vase will remind us all of the colorful and varied cast of characters we know to be the Saints of
Light.

Annual Church Conference
Our Annual Church Conference is scheduled for
12:15 p.m. on Sunday, November 18th, in the sanctuary. Everyone in our Church Family is invited to attend
this meeting where we set our course—spiritually, financially and
personnel-wise– for the coming year.
Begin the day by greeting Rev. Mark Spaw, our District Superintendent, as he returns to the Hartland UMC pulpit. Then, plan to
stay for the All Church Potluck following the worship service.
The Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee will meet with
Rev. Spaw at 11:30 a.m., prior to the Church Conference.

 Pastor’s Message 
Check One More Item Off Your Bucket List
Over the last year or so, I participated with a number of others in two different ways of learning
about the Bible. The one avenue helped us to learn how to better study the Bible in 28 days. During the
month we spent time learning some techniques to enhance our abilities to better understand the Bible. It
was an exciting time. Instead of just learning the techniques, we actually used them as we studied the
books of Jonah and Jude. When we completed the 28 days, everyone walked away having studied two
books of the Bible and learned some tools to help study other books of the Bible.
One other note for me personally was the joy of watching the Bible become more alive for others
as they heard from God themselves! As we all spent about 15 minutes a day learning or renewing some
Bible study skills, God was also speaking to us from the Word. We learned why the Israelites fell away
from God and what it was that brought them back to God (Josiah). We learned how God sends people
to others to help them be in relationship with God (Jonah), and how people who do not know God will
seek to break down our relationship with God (Jude). It was great fun and a joy learning together!
There was a second avenue of connecting with the Bible I had wanted to do since I was in my
teens. Like many others, I wanted to read the entire Bible, to check it off my Bucket List. I had tried before to read the Bible from cover to cover, but the problem for me came when I hit the third book of the
Bible…Leviticus. Oh NO! Talk about dry topics. I could not understand the need for all the rules and
regulations that God had for the Israelites. Numbers, the fourth book of the Bible, was not much better.
And like many others with the same goal, I eventually lost interest and stopped. I remember about 25
years ago buying The One Year Bible, with the plan of reading the entire Bible in one year. However, I
never made it past April or May and found I needed more encouragement to finish up this line of attack
on reading the entire Bible.
Now The One Year Bible is set up so that each day I would read a scripture from the Old Testament, New Testament, Psalm and one proverb. It took about 10-15 minutes a day to read and it provided plenty of variety so when I came to a dry spot in the Old or New Testament, the other Testament
would still have something interesting to read. What eventually spurred me on was my desire to know
God better, and how God has moved throughout history to be in relationship to His creation.
Then something else happened, as I continued to read through the Bible, God continued to show
me just how great His love is for me. Also, God was faithful to always speak to me as I faithfully read
from The One Year Bible.
I would like to propose a challenge for the people of Hartland UMC. As a community of faith, let
us read through the Bible together this coming year. Then you can check it off your Bucket List and say,
“I have read the entire Bible.” I believe the simplest method would be for everyone (or each family) to
get a copy of The One Year Bible. (To learn how to obtain a copy of “The One Year Bible”, read further
on in the newsletter.) I recommend the New Living Translation of the Bible because it is a very readable
translation, even for younger members of the family. As you read through the Bible as a family, you can
talk together about what God is saying to you. You could even build in devotions at dinner several times
a week over what you have been reading! Your family will remember it forever and what a legacy you’ll
leave your kids!
It would also be cool to have an opportunity to meet once a week with others to talk about what is
being read. Not only will it help us solidify our understanding of the Bible, it will be a form of encouragement to complete our goal. So, I will provide several times each week to talk about what we are reading.
Also, we will offer some opportunities to learn how to study the Bible in 28 days over the next year. In
the words of the Nike shoe company… Just Do It!
Pastor Paul

Calendar of Events
Meetings for November, 2012
Thursday, November 1: Lay Leadership Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Monday, November 5: Board of Trustees, 7:00 p.m.
Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 7: Design Works, 9:00 a.m.
Monday, November 12: United Methodist Women, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 14: Worship Committee, 12:30 p.m.
Thursday, November 15: Finance Committee, 6:00 p.m.
Administrative Council, 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 18: United Methodist Men, 8:00 a.m.

Upcoming Events
Every Sunday:
Adult Sunday School, 8:45 a.m.
Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.
Every Wednesday:
Choir Rehearsal, 6:45 p.m.
Boy Scouts, 7:00 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous at 7:30 p.m.
Every Thursday:
Alcoholics Anonymous at 10:00 a.m.
Every Saturday:
Alcoholics Anonymous at 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, November 3:
Turkey Dinner from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 4:
All Saints Sunday
Sunday, November 18:
Church Conference
Pastor Mark Spaw in the pulpit at 10:00 a.m.
All Church Potluck at 11:15 a.m.
Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee meets with Rev.
Spaw at 11:30 a.m.
Church Conference in the Sanctuary at 12:15 p.m.
Sunday, November 25:
Hanging of the Greens at 11:30 a.m.
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Special Dates
November Anniversaries

November Birthdays

18,2000 - Bill & Georgina Palmer
25 - Wes & Karen Tabaka

11 - Bruce Wright
13 – Sara Campbell
25 - Karen Tabaka
30 - Mary Jo Malott

Note: We would like to include everyone, so if we have missed your birthday or anniversary please let the
church office know A.S.A.P.!

November’s Servants
Greeters
4: Bill & Gina Palmer
11: Paul and Patti Sobonya
18: United Methodist Men
25:

Multi Media Specialist
4: Jeff Jackson
11: Christian Muzo
18: Michele Cannaert
25: Renee Zimmerman

Ushers
4: Charles & Debbie Kirkpatrick
11: Don & Marty Hansen
18: United Methodist Men
25: The Walker Family

Acolytes
4: Joshua & Gwen Archer
11: Gwen Archer & Maggie Ruby
18: Gwen Archer & Maggie Ruby
25: Rachel Zimmerman & Melissa Sneath

Liturgists
4: Fran Warthman
11: Laura Walker
18: Paul Gruenberg
25: Sue LaRoy

Nursery Workers
4:
11: Pat Schleh
18: Lori Muzo
25: Pat Coleman
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Annual Turkey Dinner
November, 3, 2012
5:00—7:00 p.m.
Adults:
Children 6-12:
Children under 6:

$12.00
$5.00
Free

Reservations: Vivian (810 629-6142 or Church Office (810) 632-7476
All profits to go to various charities—local and world wide

The One Year Bible Challenge
There are three ways to participate in reading through the Bible in one year.
1.If you have an electronic device (smart phone, ipod, ipad, etc…), you can download a
free Bible app called “YouVersion.tv”. Just search for “Bible” and install the free Bible
app on your electronic device. Then go to reading plans and choose “The One Year
Bible”.

This can also be downloaded onto a windows 8 computer, also at no cost. Go to
www.youversion.com and follow the directions to download to your computer.
2. You can purchase through the Hartland UMC church a physical copy of The One
Year Bible. The cost for this will be approximately $11.00 per copy. This uses the
New Living Translation, which is one of the most readable translations of the Bible on
the market today.

3. The final way is to simply use your own Bible and we will provide a reading plan that
follows The One Year Bible, so we will all be on the same plan. The key will be for
you to have a Bible that is easy to read.
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Financial News
Dear Members and Friends:
It is that time of year when we face our Annual Church Conference; the leaders of your church are preparing documents
needed for our Annual Church Conference. We are busy preparing
the budget for 2013, preparing a church profile, evaluating the Pastoral position, determining the Pastoral compensation package and looking at Stewardship for
2013.
I would like to begin by thanking all of those who have generously given to the church and
to God’s Kingdom over the last year. Not only does the church appreciate it, but God does also.
Let me remind all of us that God’s eternal gifts that are stored in heaven are waiting for believers
when they arrive.
We have had an exciting year. Saying goodbye to Pastor Fred and Lois, wishing them well
on their retirement and move to the warm southern state of Georgia. Getting our new Pastor and
his family has been such a blessing to the Hartland United Methodist Church. We have set up
video equipment in our sanctuary, which is so enjoyed by all. We have a great web site for people to learn about who we are. We are coming along to be a church of the 21st century.
Last year at this time we asked you to fill out a Pledge Card. We are going to ask the congregational members and friends to fill that card out again and pledge an annual amount of offering to
the church. This helps the church prepare a budget and plan uses for the money received.
What is stewardship? Stewardship is a term that refers to members of a church being accountable and responsible to God by giving to Him a portion of the gifts He blesses
us with. What’s the difference between Stewardship and tithing? Stewardship invites
members to give a percentage of their income that represents their sacrifice to the church
and other charities. Tithing is the biblical notion of giving one-tenth (10%) our money to
the church. Good stewards reflect upon their current level of giving, and consider “Taking
-a-Step” to a higher level of giving, if possible.
Many ask me what is the financial position of our church. We barely make our bills each
and every week. Last year, due to generous giving during the last quarter of the year, I was able
to pay all the bills and 100% of our apportionments. Currently, we are over $9,000 behind in our
apportionments. We are also running out of money in the Building Fund and in less than 10
months, the General Fund will have to take over the Armstrong Hall monthly payments. With that
said, all our other bills are current.
When the pledge cards are handed out, please consider the needs of the church and
pledge what your personal budget permits.
I am excited to tell you that with the help of Janice Wright we will soon have a program set up
which will enable you to participate in electronic giving. Stay tuned for more information on this
program through PNC Bank.
I would like to thank you again for your generosity.
In His Service,
Marty Hansen
Financial Chair and Treasurer
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Hanging of the Greens
Your help is needed in decorating our church for the upcoming Advent and Christmas season and our anticipated visitors.
We will gather after worship on Sunday, November 25th (the
Sunday after Thanksgiving) to decorate the church. We plan
to have some “enhanced goodies” at the Coffee Hour, but no
lunch time meal at the church. We hope to have everyone
home by 1:00 p.m.
Please join us. Many hands can do marvelous things in just
60 minutes!

United Methodist Men
The Hartland United Methodist Men will meet on Sunday, November 18,
at 8:00 a.m.
The Love, INC. Furniture Ministry and December 9th All Church Carol
Breakfast will be discussed.
All men are invited to attend this meeting and enjoy some good food and some
good fellowship while serving their church and community.

United Methodist Women
The Hartland United Methodist Women would like to thank every
one who supported us during the November 3rd Turkey Dinner.
Thank you for your donations, your help and dining with us! All profits
will be given to various charities - local and world wide - the U.M.W.
support.
It is now time to begin thinking about the December 1st Cookie Walk. Watch for the sign up
sheets so that you can bake cookies (we ask that you bring at least 6 dozen of each kind),
help at the Cookie Walk and, of course, come and purchase some of the best cookies around!
All ladies and friends of the Hartland UMC are invited to join us at our next meeting on
Monday, November 12th, 7:00 p.m., at the church. Janice Wright will bring the refreshments.

7

Save the Date!
Progressive Dinner on Saturday, December 15th
The Genesis Adult Fellowship Group will be holding the Annual Progressive Dinner on Saturday,
December 15th. A progressive Dinner is a meal where you have the various courses at different
homes. Hors doeuvres are at one home, the main course is at stop two and dessert follows at a
third home. At this time, we are looking for homes and hosts and hostesses for the main course
and dessert stops. If you would like to host a portion of this year’s dinner, please contact Darcie
Westbrook or Janice Wright.
This is a potluck meal. A sign up sheet will soon be posted so that folks can sign up for the part of
the meal that they would like to provide.
The Genesis Adult Fellowship Group is for the adults of the Hartland United Methodist Church and
provides an opportunity to fellowship with the people we sit next to on Sunday mornings.
If you have any questions, please talk to Janice or Darcie.
Plans are also being made for upcoming Genesis activities. In January, we are planning an evening of Crazy Bingo; February will be a Mystery Dinner with dessert at someone’s home; a Road
Rally is planned for April and in July a Progressive Picnic is in the works.
Everyone is invited to join us for this fun and festive evening!

Scrip News
Scrip is a program where gift cards from a variety of companies can be purchased.
You pay the full face value of the card. When these cards are ordered, the church just
pays a percentage of the face value. There are gas cards, discount store cards, restaurants, department stores and many, many more cards available. Several cards are offered for immediate purchase.
Hartland UMC has been associated with the Scrip program since 2006. Since that time,
over $12,627 has gone into the General Fund; so far in 2012, over $1,123 has gone to the
General Fund. And this is with an average of just over 6 families participating each week!
You can stop by the church and purchase cards or place an order any time that Darcie
Westbrook is in the Church Office.
Thank you to all of you who shop our Scrip table!
Your support is appreciated!
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2012 Livingston County Christmas Celebration
The Annual Christmas Celebration is a day for our local families in need of
assistance to experience the loving embrace of our local churches. The celebration is a fun-filled
afternoon for these families with many activities. This year will be the third year Hartland UMC has
been blessed to participate in this event. What you will give is a little of your time and
talents, but what you will receive is a day and a holiday season filled with joy and
hope. Mark your calendar for Saturday, December 8th!
We have many opportunities to participate:
At the Elf Book Station, kids get to pick out a book or two to take home. We need
new or gently used children’s books for all ages (especially needed are books for
teens). There is a collection box in our parlor.
In the Santa Shop, kids get to “shop” for small gifts for their parents, grandparents, or caregivers. We need new items for the kids to choose from. Ideas include
ornaments, candy-filled jars or bowls, mugs with hot coca mix, etc. Collection box in our parlor.
We will be providing 500 sugar cookies for the kids to decorate at the party. We need cash donations to purchase the cookie dough and bakers to assist at the church Friday, December 7.
Checks can be made out to Hartland UMC with “Kids Christmas” in the memo line. Sign-up for
bakers will be on the bulletin board.
At the Christmas Store, parents/grandparents have the opportunity to “shop” for presents for
their kids. We have a “tree” with 68 tags for specific age-appropriate kids gifts, or for gift cards
for grandparents caring for kids. Please take one or more tags, sign your name to the space
under each tag, then enjoy shopping! Bring your unwrapped gift with the tag attached back to
the church no later than November 18th. Gift cards should be given directly to Sue LaRoy or
Darcie Westbrook.
We need volunteers for the event, from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m., (Editor’s note—this is the best part!).
We’ll arrive at 2:00 p.m. for orientation, and then work at the various stations. We especially
need family coordinators who will act as host and guide for a family throughout the event. Signup sheets will be on the bulletin board.
This is a wonderful and fulfilling opportunity to bring God’s Kingdom to our neighbors
in need during the Christmas season! Please see Sue LaRoy if you have any
questions.
1 Timothy 6:18—
”Command them to do good,
to be rich in good deeds,
and to be generous and willing to share.”
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Youth Group
Students in fifth grade and beyond are welcome to join the Hartland UMC Youth Group
on Sunday evenings from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. There will be worship,
fellowship, and loads of fun! Pastor Paul will lead a lesson.
Everyone is encouraged to bring a friend. For more information please contact Brandy
Archer.
If you are an adult interested in working with the youth, please
email brandyarcher@aol.com We could use some fresh ideas and support with team building activities, mission projects and special activities.

Christmas Pageant
All Sunday School children and Youth Group students are invited to participate in this year’s Christmas pageant on Sunday, December 16th, during our Worship Service.
This year the show is called “Around the Manger” and highlights the Christmas story. It
is important that if children commit to the pageant they are able to attend
practice and the show. Please pick up a pageant schedule from Brandy Archer or
Jenny LaRue.
We are looking for innovative ways to incorporate music as well as technology. If you are interested in sitting in on a practice or looking at a script to assist in this
way please let us know.
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Hartland United Methodist Church
10300 Maple Street
Hartland, MI 48353

Happy Thanksgiving!
Open for Exciting
Upcoming Events at H.U.M.C.!!

