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 Musings from the Pastor  
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 Can you imagine being buried two times?  In a sense this was the very     
practice during the days of Jesus.  When a person died, their body would be laid in  
a tomb.  After about a year, when the body had fully decayed, the bones would be 
placed in an ossuary (a bone box or chest made of stone to house the bones of the 
dead, sometimes multiple bodies in one ossuary).  The ossuary would then be put 
into a family burial chamber, with other members of the family 

Ten years ago, on March 4, 2007 a program aired on the Discovery Channel 
called, “The Lost Tomb of Jesus”.  This program was a documentary on a family 
burial site which contained 10 ossuaries, some having inscriptions, which the      
program believes might be the names of Jesus and his family.  “Family” in this     
instance includes mom (Mary), dad (Joseph), brother (Joses), wife (Mary          
Magdalene), son (Judah), and Uncle Matt (Mary’s brother).  If true, what could   
this mean? 

When I heard about this program, I was reminded of one of my first seminary   
classes.  The professor came into class one day and said that the bones of Jesus had 
been found.  Talk about being thrown into a tailspin!  I had just left a good job, 
moved my family two states south for an education to become a pastor, because  
God asked me to, and for what?!  A LIE?!!  The professor then asked if it were true, 
would we still believe in the God of the Jews, if it were found out that Jesus did not 
rise from the dead? 

Ted Koppel aired a program soon after called “The Lost Tomb of Jesus”     
and took a critical look at this Discovery Channel program. Many highly touted  
theologians and biblical archeologist vigorously disagreed with the program’s    
findings.  Some of the people who appeared on the Discovery Channel program   
told Koppel they were misquoted or what they said was manipulated to say      
something they did not agree with.   

The bottom line for those who call themselves “Christian” is that Jesus did 
die on the cross, and three days later rose from the dead.  There were too many   
eyewitnesses, transformed lives and people who willing were martyred for this   
truth to think differently. This is what sets Christianity apart from all other religions. 
No other person who claimed to be God did what Jesus did via miracles.  No other 
person claimed to die for your sins.  No other person rose from the dead and was 
seen alive again like Jesus.  All other’s who claimed divinity are dead… and you 
can find their bones in their graves! 

So then my friends, continue to live in the glow of Easter knowing your    
faith in Jesus is well placed.  Know too that as you stand firm in your faith in a     
risen Jesus and serve Him, you will be rewarded one day by God who will say, 
“Well done, my good and faithful servant!”  Remember, every day is Easter! 

 

 

                   Blessings on our journey together… 
   

     Pastor Paul 



 

 

Calendar of Events  

  Weekly Events in May, 2017 
 

 Every Sunday: 
                                Sunday Service,      10:00 a.m. 
  Sunday School,       10:30 a.m. 
  Fellowship Hour,     11:00 a.m. 
 
     Every Monday: 
 Bible Study, 10:30 a.m. 
 
     Every Tuesday: 
 Prayers and Squares Quilting, 9:00  a.m.        
      
     Every Wednesday:  
  Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.          

  Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m.  
 
     Every Thursday: 
  Alcoholics Anonymous, 10:00 a.m. 
  Choir Practice,  7:00 p.m. May 4,11, 25 
                    

     Every Saturday:       
 Alcoholics Anonymous, 10:00 a.m. 

                                    Meetings for May 2017 
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Mon.   May   1: Trustees Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
   Visitation Ministry Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Wed.    May       3: Design Works, 9:00 a.m. 
    
Wed.    May   10: Worship Team Meeting, 12:30 p.m. 
  
Thurs.  May  11: Administrative Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sat.      May   13: Spring Clean up  9:00 a.m. 
      Personal Needs Pantry Delivery 9:30 a.m. 
  
Wed.   May   17: Crafts for Christ, 12:30 p.m.       
 
Sat.     May   20: UMM / Love Inc. Furniture Delivery, 8:00 a.m. 
 
Sun.   May    21: Holocaust Memorial Field Trip  12:00 p.m. 
       
Sat.     May   27: Personal  Needs Pantry Delivery, 9:30 a.m.                                 



 

 

               May Servants  

               
              Greeters                            Ushers 
        
    May   7:  Volunteers Needed May 7:    Volunteers Needed 
    May 14:  Volunteers Needed  May 14:  Volunteers Needed      
    May 21:  Hartland Methodist Men May 21:  Hartland Methodist Men 
    May 28:  Volunteers Needed May 28:  Volunteers Needed 
      
 

          Liturgist                                   Multi Media Specialist 
       
    May   7:  Jo Campbell  May   7:  Charles Kirkpatrick 
    May 14:  Mary Jo Bell  May 14:  Jeff Jackson 
    May 21:  Volunteer Needed May 21:  Mary Jo Bell 
    May 28:  Volunteer Needed May 28:  Jo Campbell  
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   May Anniversaries 

  1 - Ione Bennett 
 

  3 - Debbie Kirkpatrick 
 

  6 - Nicholas Clark 
 

11 - Richard Nowak 
 

15 - Kirsten Eichhorn 
 

18 - Eric Anderson 
 

22 - Jo Campbell 
 

28 - Rosalie LaRue 
 
29 - Bruce Westbrook 

 

    

 26, 1978 -  Doug & Shelia Daniel 
 

 28,1988 – Paul & Lynét Gruenberg  

May Birthdays 
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Holocaust Museum Church Field Trip  
 
     The Worship Team would like to invite you and your family and friends to 
visit the Holocaust Center in Farmington Hills on May 21, 2017.  We will  
provide a light lunch between worship and leaving by noon for the museum. 
 
     We have a docent-led tour of the museum scheduled for 1:00.  We are to 
plan on 2 to 2 ½ hours for the tour. Currently there is a special exhibit at the 
museum entitled: Anne Frank: A History for Today.  
  
     The cost of admission is $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for students 6th-12th 
grade.  The museum is not recommended for younger children. 
 
     The mission statement from their website says: “It is the mission of the  
Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus to remember those 
who perished and survived the Holocaust and, in a world increasingly faced 
with sectarian strife and intolerance, to set forth the lessons of the Holocaust 
as a model for teaching ethical conduct and responsible decision-making. By  
highlighting those individuals who, in the midst of evil, stood for the best  
rather than the worst of human nature, the Holocaust Memorial Center seeks 
to contribute to maintaining an open, free society.” May I add to that statement 
Amen and Amen. 
 
     Please sign up on the list on the bulletin board by May 14 so we can make 
firm reservations and plan the luncheon.  As we need to pay the group  
admission charge in one payment, please prepay using the envelopes with the 
sign-up sheet.   
 
     Thank you, 
     Pat Harton 

 



 

 

     

Livingston County Cluster Schedule  

Let’s Go Camping! 
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10575 Silver Lake Road 
Byron, MI 48418 
(810) 266-4511 
myerslake.org 

Friday, June     23       Picnic lunch potluck with games to follows 

Friday June      23       Campfire at sunset and Music and devotions 

Saturday June 24       Picnic lunch (Sub Sandwiches provided. Bring snacks & desserts) 
Saturday June 24       Afternoon games and fellowship. 
Saturday June 24       Campfire at sunset and Music and devotions 
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Sunday School 
Activity 

Easter 2017 



 

 

 
 
 

 

  News from the Frontier!  
         
 

     April was an awesome month for us. Opening in Georgia doing additional  
disaster training with Habitat for Humanity. Visiting friends and family in  
Tennessee, Ohio and Michigan. Then ending with us in Kentucky building two hous-
es with Habitat. During this time we have had many opportunities to pray: meetings, 
church bible studies, meals, for good results on doctor visits and house appraisals. 
Many of these times we did pray but not all of them. This got me  
thinking about my prayer life; what I do and what I’m supposed to do.  
 

     Laura and I are pretty good about praying at dinner when it’s just the two of us but 
are more sporadic when eating with others and almost never pray at other meals. 
When someone is sick or hurting, I sometimes will say “I’ll pray for you” but rarely 
do I just take a few minutes right then and pray with that person. When I see an acci-
dent on the road or hear a siren, I send up a “flare” prayer; “hope  
everyone is alright” or “be with the first responders”.  
 

     I’m reading a book written by Millard Fuller, the founder of Habitat for  
Humanity, and he says that every work day starts with a prayer. They pray for the 
sick, for certain Habitat affiliates, for global work teams and for the denomination of 
the day.” Above all, they pray for God to guide them in their work. 
 

     The apostle Paul tells us to pray without ceasing. Jesus tells us to pray in  
private, but that was to contrast the showy prayers of the Pharisees. He prayed  
often, with others, for others and He would seek quiet places to pray alone also. He 
taught His disciples to pray, you know that one “Our father…” 
Pastor Paul told me to start my daily reading with a prayer to clear my mind and open 
my heart. Every day that prayer ends with these words from 1 Samuel 3:9, “Speak 
Lord, your servant is listening.” When I’m done reading and writing some notes, I’m 
to sit quietly and listen, at least five minutes. I don’t always hear God speaking during 
this quiet time but sometimes I do and this month’s article is what I heard today. 
 

     Jesus would go off to be alone to pray so He could recharge. Prayer is our  
connection to God. It gives us power and assurance that our activities are right and in 
line with what God wants us to do in our lives. 
 

     Laura and I have resolved to be more intentional with our prayer lives and to ask 
others if they would like to pray with us at meals and during tough times or happy 
times.  We ask you to pray every day with us. Pray for Laura and me that we seek 
God’s will in everything we do, because that is our prayer for each and every one of 
you reading this. Mother Teresa once was asked what she did when she prayed. She  
esponded, “I listen.” 
 

     May God be with you and bless you every day until we meet again. And  
remember to listen for the “still small voice.” 
 

            Yours in Christ, 
 

                Jeff and Laura Walker 
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There are questions we all carry 
 around about God, The Bible, 
 how to live the Christian life, or   
 other perplexing issues. Please 
 write your question down on a  
slip of paper and drop it in the  
collection plate or give it to  
Pastor Paul. This summer we will 
address these questions together. 
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   Whole Church  
         Spring Clean Up 

  May 13th at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Spring has Sprung and it is time to spruce up the church inside and out. Please sign 
up on the bulletin board if you are able to help. Bring everything and anything you 
think you will need to help get this job done. Join in on the fun. The more the  
merrier and the faster we get done!!! 

Hartland United Methodist Men 
Memorial Day Parade Hotdog & Pop Sale 

 

    The Hartland United Methodist Men will be selling  
    hot dogs and pop at the Hartland Memorial Day Parade  
    on May 29th at noon. Come out and enjoy a hot dog    

                    while watching the parade. 



 

 

 

 Hartland United Methodist Church 
10300 Maple Street 

 Hartland, MI 48353 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8p9.txFU_28Ad_2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzcnRxNDBiBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMzZmM0MzEyYzE3ZTc0Nzg2ZWMyYTJiMGJmMGYzZDZlOARncG9zAzIxBGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_ad

