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Events in the Life of Our Church
December, 2014
Cookie Walk

Let the United Methodist Women do your holiday baking. Come
and check out the goodies available on Saturday, December 6,
9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon. More information is on page 8.

Progressive Dinner

The Genesis Adult Fellowship Group invites all adults to join in
this annual event on Saturday, December 6. More information is
on page 6.

Secret Angels Revealed

Join us as we learn who our Secret Angels have been during the
last year on Sunday, December 7, 4:00 p.m. More information is
on page 10.

Advent Tea

A relaxing and reflective way to celebrate the Advent season on
Friday, December 12, 7:00 p.m.
Please see page 6 for more information.

All Church Christmas Breakfast

Our Hartland United Methodist Men invite you to join them for
breakfast and a time of fellowship on Sunday, December 21,
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. More information is on page 7.

Christmas Pageant

Our Sunday School brings us a Christmas message on
Sunday, December 21, during the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service.
For more information, please see page 11.

Christmas Eve Worship

Wednesday, December 24, 7:00 and 11:00 p.m.
More information is on page 7.

 Pastor’s Message 
If you didn’t notice… it’s that time of year again! What time? (and I’m not
talking about the snow and cold weather!) You know, where we begin to shell out
money at an alarming rate for a thanksgiving meal, black Friday shopping, cyber
Monday, traveling to see people, more money for a pine tree of some type,
presents under the tree and eating, eating, eating. And this is for the lucky ones.
For others, it is a time of gathering with ill-mannered relations to get through one
meal, no shopping because they’re already in debt up to their eyeballs, little
traveling because they don’t want to, small presents under a sprig of holly and
eating a regular dinner.
Talk about extremes… and, for this time of year, I have yet to mention anything spiritually minded like… the day we celebrate the birth of Jesus… the real
reason for the season!
Did you also know this is one of the two times during the year in which most
people are receptive to attending a worship service? Especially Christmas Eve
services? Even though we may not be able to read a person’s mind, most people
do give some thought about the reason for this season… and I know why. You
see, even above all the commercialism, people still know Christmas has more to
do with a little baby born 2000 years ago than a white bearded man dressed in
red, with reindeer and presents. You see, within each person’s heart is a place
only God can fill… and when people try to fill that place with others things, it can
only give temporary happiness. True joy comes when God takes His rightful place
in a person’s heart.
So instead of getting wrapped up in all of the trappings of these holiday
seasons, not that there shouldn’t be the trappings and events and food, remember
to include God as the real reason for your joy and happiness. Absolutely
enjoy your family and friends and the celebrations this time of year brings, and
make sure to include God throughout these days by reading the Bible and taking
time to talk to God each day. Not only will this time be more meaningful, but it will
be richer too.
Blessing to you and your loved ones,

Pastor Paul

Calendar of Events
Meetings for December, 2014
Monday, December 1: Board of Trustees, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 10: Design Works, 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, December 9: United Methodist Women, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 10: Worship Committee, 12:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 18: Finance Committee, 6:00 p.m.
Administrative Council, 7:00 p.m.

Upcoming Events in December
Every Sunday:
Youth Group at 11:30 a.m.
The Story Small Group at 11:30 a.m.
Every Tuesday:
Prayers and Squares Quilting at 9:00 a.m.
The Story Small Group at 7:00 p.m.
Every Wednesday:
The Story Small Group at 9:30 a.m.
Boy Scouts at 7:00 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous at 7:00 p.m.
The Story Small Group at 7:00 p.m.
Every Thursday:
Alcoholics Anonymous at 10:00 a.m.
Every Saturday:
Alcoholics Anonymous at 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, December 4, 11 and 18:
Choir Practice at 7:00 p.m.
Friday, December 5:
Cookie Walk Set Up at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 6:
Cookie Walk from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon
Progressive Dinner at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 7:
Secret Angels Revealed at 4:00 p.m.
Friday, December 12:
Advent Tea at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 20:
U.M.M. Love INC Furniture Pick up and Delivery at 8:30 a.m.
Christmas Pageant Practice and Pizza Party at 12:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 21:
All Church Christmas Breakfast from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.
Christmas Pageant
Wednesday, December 24:
Christmas Eve Services at 7:00 and 11:00 p.m.
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Special Dates
December Anniversaries

December Birthdays

17,1988 - Kip & Tammy Maggert
29,1962 - Ron & Fran Warthman
29, 1967 – Bill & Jan Martin

6 - Rob Cannaert
10 - Marcie Kanitz
11 - Chris Rice
12 - Terri Preiss
16 – Alexis Clark
18 – Lauri Jerome

Note:
We would like to include everyone,
so if we have missed your birthday or
anniversary, please let the church
office know A.S.A.P.!

December Servants
Greeters
Multi Media Specialist
December 7: Shelia Daniel & Lauri Jerome
December 7: Jeff Jackson
December 14: Shelia Daniel & Karen Nowak December 14: Christian Muzo
December 21: United Methodist Men
December 21: Michele Cannaert
December 28: Bruce & Pat Harrton
December 28: Renee Zimmerman
Ushers
December 7: Don & Marty Hansen
December 14: Jeff & Laura Walker
December 21: United Methodist Men
December 28: Randy & Mary Jo Bell

Acolytes
December 7:
December 14:
December 21:
December 28:

Liturgists
December 7: Jo Campbell
December 14: Darla Jackson
December 21: Charles Kirkpatrick
December 28: Fran Warthman

Nursery Workers
December 7: Cheri Kowal
December 14: Pat Schleh
December 21:
December 28:
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Mission Opportunity in Appalachia
The Mission Team is planning a week long trip to Tennessee this
coming June. Mountain T.O.P. (Tennessee Outreach Project) is an
interdenominational, non-profit Christian Mission affiliated with the
Tennessee Conference of the United Methodist Church, dedicated to rural
life ministry in the Cumberland Mountains of Tennessee. They seek to meet
the physical, emotional, spiritual and social needs of people through the love of Christ. There
will be two opportunities to serve. One is on a team for home repair and renovation and the
other is in Summer Plus - a day camp for teens consisting of different workshops allowing them
to experience a Christian community.
The camp dates are June 21 - 27, 2014. We would carpool and need to leave on the
20th as it is a twelve hour drive. We could return in one day depending on the need of those
going. More information about cost, details, etc., will follow.
Talk with me! Please, prayerfully consider this great opportunity to serve Christ.

Sue LaRoy

Caring Ministries
Our Mission Team has been busy discerning how Hartland UMC can best serve others
within our community and beyond. The Mission Team focuses on taking the Good News of
Jesus Christ to those outside of Hartland UMC. Yet, we do not want to neglect the community
within our walls - our church family. Many of you have approached the Mission Team with
wonderful ideas on how best to serve our brothers and sisters within the church. Currently we
have several Caring Ministries including the Prayer Chain, the Card Ministry, Funeral Dinners
and Small Groups. Other needs have been identified such as meals for shut-ins, rides to
church or appointments, a prayer group, visits to those in hospitals and nursing homes or
those who are stuck at home. There are many opportunities to serve.
And that is where you come in. We are looking for someone with a passion for caring for
others to chair the Caring Ministries Team and for team members who want to serve their
brothers and sisters through Caring Ministries.
Please call Pastor Paul to express your interest and how you will be
able to serve. Be the hands and feet of Christ within our church.
May God bless and keep you as you bless others with our caring love
and service.

5

A Message from Your Financial Chairperson
We are into the last quarter of year 2014! Wow, the year flew by. It is time for
me to give you a quarterly report on where our church stands financially.
We are currently behind: $9,9110.00 in Pastor Paul’s health insurance, $2,000.00 in pension
apportionments and $18,000 in annual apportionments. This is a grand total of $29,911.00 that is
needed to catch up on all our church bills; of this amount, Pastor Paul’s health insurance and the
pension apportionments must be paid by January 1, 2015. We are current on all other
operating expenses for the church, but we are just getting by.
The Finance Team, on behalf of the church, comes to you at this time to ask for a special
offering to catch up our outstanding bills. We have calculated that it would take $351.00 per each
giving family unit to get us back on track. A special offering envelope will be available the first three
Sundays in December (December 7, 14, and 21).
There are three ways you can give:
1. Special offering envelopes provided each Sunday.
2. Give electronically by going to our web site or using your smart phone/tablet and the electronic
giving card in the pew.
3. Use “Online Bill Pay” through your bank or simply send it in to the church office.
However you are led by God to give, will be a blessing.
The definition of GIVIING, in my Bible dictionary, is quite simple:
“God is the giver of life and the ultimate provider of all that is necessary to
maintain and enjoy life. This includes money and other possessions. Since
God is the ultimate owner of all things, His people should acknowledge that
whatever they possess they hold on trust for Him. They are answerable to
Him for the way they use these things, and by giving a portion back to him
they express their thanks and worship. The offering, however, is also a
sacrifice. It must be costly to the offerer personally if it is to be a genuine
expression of devotion.”
Shalom,
Marty Hansen

No More Malaria
Since 2000, Malaria mortality rates have fallen 51% among children under the age of five, but
we must expand access to existing tools and develop new ones to win the fight. Malaria is one of
the top children killers on the planet. A child dies every minute from malaria. Malaria claims the lives
of 43,000 children per year - 90% of those in Africa. That’s 1,300 kids who lose their lives to a
mosquito bite every day. There was an estimated 207 million malaria cases worldwide in 2012. It
accounts for half of the preventable absenteeism in African schools, causing up to 10 million missed
days each year. Malaria also can cause lasting learning disabilities.
While there are many treatments and way of preventing malaria one is the use of mosquito
nets. We want to raise awareness and funds to purchase these long-lasting insecticide treated bed
nets. The nets prevent malaria by creating a protective barrier against mosquitoes at night, when
transmissions occur and it can cover two people per net.
In January, I will share a story with you about a young woman that Jesus used to save
hundreds of lives in Uganda and how Jesus touched the hearts of little kids in a small town called
JinJa.

Terri Clark
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Advent Tea

Friday, December 12, 7:00 p.m.

Our Annual Ladies Advent Tea is a relaxing and reflective way to
celebrate the Advent season.
If you would like to hostess a table, please sign up on the bulletin
board. Hostesses decorate/set their table and provide dessert for 6 or 7 guests.
If you rather not bring your own dishes, etc., we will be providing dishes and silverware this year
that you may use on your table.
We invite all women and girls in our church to attend this enjoyable time of fellowship.
This year’s entertainment will be Magician Clark - a strolling magician, a reading of The
Christmas Tea and some music provided by a group of ladies.
Questions? Please call Pat Coleman (248-887-1342) or Pat Schleh (810-632-5338).

Wifi is now available in our Sanctuary
Wifi is now available in the sanctuary for electronic Bibles and electronic giving.

Progressive Dinner on Saturday, December 6th
The Genesis Adult Fellowship Group will be holding the Annual Progressive Dinner on
Saturday, December 6th. The evening will start at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Jeff and Laura
Walker for appetizers. At 6:00 p.m., we will gather at the home of Bruce and Darcie Westbrook
for salad. We will meet, at 7:00 p.m. at Armstrong Hall in Hartland UMC, for the main course,
hosted by Doug and Shelia Daniel. We will end our evening at the home of Bruce and Janice
Wright for dessert.
This is a potluck meal. Please, sign up for the course that you would like to bring,

The Genesis Adult Fellowship Group is for the adults of the
Hartland United Methodist Church and provides an opportunity
to fellowship with the people we sit next to on Sunday mornings.
If you have any questions, please talk to Darcie.
Everyone is invited to join us for this fun and festive evening!
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December is Invite a Friend Month
When I was attending church years ago, a friend of mine, from growing
up days, moved into the area where I was living. He hadn’t been to church in
years. He had played little league baseball as a kid, so I invited him to play on
our church softball team. I, also, invited him to a small summer bible study two other friends and I
had started. God got a hold of his heart and he recognized his need for Jesus as his Savior.
The Holiday seasons are a time of year when a lot of people experience loneliness to a
greater degree than at any other time of year. Most people if asked/invited will probably say yes to
coming to church. When they say yes, do the following too:
 Offer to drive them to church, or minimally wait for them at the entrance to the church so
they do not come in alone.
 Sit with them in service and introduce them to others simply as “my friend.”
 Introduce them to others who have the same interests as they do.
 End by taking them to lunch and listening to whatever they want to talk about.
 Follow up with them during the week about their experience and let them know you will
pick them up again next week, if they’d like. They are more likely to
return if you do.
Of course this all needs to be kept in prayer. Pray for God to direct you to the person to be
asked (God is already working on them before you get to them) and to give you the right words to
use. Also you know you are fulfilling a part of your purpose in life (mission/evangelism) by inviting
others to know God.

All Church Christmas Breakfast
The United Methodist Men invite you to the All Church
Christmas Breakfast on Sunday, December 21st, from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.
Come enjoy a time of fellowship, good food and the singing of your
favorite Christmas carols, with your church family before the Worship
Service and Children’s Christmas Pageant. The U.M.M. ask that you
sign up on the bulletin board so they can better understand how many
will be attending.

Gas Card Ministry
People who call Love INC, are often in desperate need of gas, so
they can get out to look for work, go to a doctor’s appointment or bring
home the few groceries they can afford. We have joined with other
Livingston County churches in supplying prepaid gas cards for Love, INC to
give to those who need them.
62 cards have been given out so far in 2014. Since becoming a part of the Gas Card Ministry
in 2012, we have given out 214 cards to those less fortunate.
THANK YOU as you keep paying on those pledges as we continue to make a real
difference in the lives of our neighbors.
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Hartland United Methodist Women’s

Cookie Walk,
Craft Sale and Soup Lunch
Saturday, December 6
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Let Us Do Your Holiday Baking!
Cookies, Candy & Breads
9:00 a.m. until 12 p.m.
10300 Maple Street
Downtown Hartland
All profits will go to charities supported by the UMW.

Christmas Eve Services
7:00 p.m. Traditional service of Carols & Candlelight,
Scripture, Word, Holy Communion and Fellowship
11:00 p.m. A Quiet Gathering to Welcome Christmas
Morning - Carols & Candlelight, Scripture and
Reflection

What do you think about paying $50-$100 for a
card to a store you frequent and $3-$16 of that
going to the church?
Sounds too good to be true? Read on!
Scrip is a program where gift cards from a variety of companies
can be purchased. You pay the full face value of the card. When
these cards are ordered, the church just pays a percentage of the
face value. There are gas cards, discount store cards, restaurants,
department stores and many, many more cards available. Several cards are offered at a table
in the Fellowship Hall for immediate purchase.
Thank you for supporting our Scrip program. All money made through the Scrip
program goes into the General Fund and helps support our church.
Hartland UMC has been associated with the Scrip program since 2006. Since
that time, over $14,757 has gone into the General Fund. So far, in 2014, over $804 has
gone into the General Fund. This is with an average of just over 5 families participating
each week! Thank you to all of you who shop our Scrip Table! Your support is appreciated!
Stop by the Scrip table on Sunday and check out what we can do for you and you can
do for our church!
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Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry, Chapter 1128
Prayers & Squares would like to
thank everyone for their generous
contributions. Because of your
support, we have been able to gift
74 people with prayer quilts since we
started in September, 2013. Also, thank
you to those who have tied prayer knots
for each of these people receiving a prayer
quilt. Your prayers and contributions have
greatly impacted the Kingdom of God.
If you would like to help put quilts
together, please join us on Tuesday
mornings at 9:00 in Armstrong Hall.
If you have any questions regarding this ministry or if you know someone going
through a physical, emotional or spiritual rough patch and you think they would like
a prayer quilt, please call Shelia Daniel at 810-227-6922.

Automate The Important!
To support God’s work, Hartland United Methodist Church
wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to
automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers
convenience for individual congregation members and provides
much-needed donation consistency for God’s work through our
church. There are two avenues to automate your giving:
1. Online Giving lets you go to hartlandumc.org (click on “Online Giving”
at the bottom of the page) at anytime to set up an automatic donation plan,
change your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online
donation history.
2. Bill Pay through Online Banking lets you make your offering automatic
on a pre-determined schedule. You can set this up through your online bank
or through your bank’s customer service people.
As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving.
Additional information is available from the church office.
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Hartland United Methodist Women
The Hartland United Methodist Women THANK EVERYONE who helped with the
November 1st Turkey Dinner. Without all of you - whether you donated food items, helped cook
and slice turkeys, mashed potatoes, washed the piles of dishes, served the 246 people that
attended, came and enjoyed the delicious dinner and fellowship or helped clean up after this church - wide dinner would not have been the great success that it was. Please mark your
calendars for November 7, 2015 - next year’s Turkey Dinner date!
The U.M.W. ask all ladies of the church to sign up and donate at least 6 dozen festive
Christmas cookies for the December 6 Cookie Walk. Please have your cookies at the church
by 7:00 p.m. on Friday, December 5, so the trays can be put together. Also, workers for the
Cookie Walk are needed.
All the profit from the Turkey Dinner and Cookie Walk will be given to various charities at
the December 9 meeting. We will gather at the church at 7:00 p.m.
Upcoming programs in 2015:
February - Shelia Daniel will tell us about her
mission trip to Peru
April - We will have a speaker from the Garden Club visit
and talk to us about spring planting and
gardening
May - End of the Year Dinner Out
All ladies and friends of Hartland UMC are invited to join us!

Secret Angels to be Revealed
Our Secret Angel program has been a lot of fun over the past year and now
the best part is to come - revealing ourselves! Or have you already guessed who
your Secret Angel was?
All Secret Angels are invited to the home of Marty Hansen on Sunday,
December 7, at 4:00 p.m., for the revealing. Don’t forget to bring your Secret
Angel’s Christmas gift with you - we will exchange our gifts during our time together. Marty
lives at 11025 Clyde Road; her phone number is 810-632-7276 or 810-397-8182. Please
R.S.V.P. to Marty so she knows how many to plan for.
Forms to be a Secret Angel next year will be available soon - be watching the next
newsletter and the Sunday bulletins for more information.

11

Order form for Poinsettia’s to be used Sunday, December 21 and Christmas Eve, December 24 in honor or in
memory of a loved one.

Poinsettia Order
I (We) __________________________________________________________
I (We) would like to purchase ________ Poinsettia(s)

Cost per plant is $15.00. Order deadline: Sunday, December 16th.
In Honor of: _______________________________________________________
In Memory of: _____________________________________________________
You may take your plant home with you following the
11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service.

Christmas Pageant
It’s an exciting time of year—when we get to prepare for
the church Christmas pageant. This year’s pageant will be
another great one!
This year’s pageant will be on Sunday, December 21st,
during the Worship Service. Practice for the pageant
continues on Sunday mornings during the Sunday School
time. There will be a dress rehearsal on Saturday, December
20. The day will start at 12:00 p.m. with a pizza party for
the cast, rehearsal will start at 12:30 p.m.
Invite your friends and neighbors to join us for this
exciting presentation!

Hartland United Methodist Church

10300 Maple Street
Hartland, MI 48353

Merry Christmas!
Open for Exciting
Upcoming Events at H.U.M.C.!!

