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  Celebrate Jesus 

        True Light of Christmas 

     Join us for Christmas Eve Services that celebrates 
how Jesus’s birth changed everything and brings us 
hope today! 
     On December 24th the 7:00 p.m. service will in-
clude the praise band, children's message, candlelight 
carols, and an inspiring message on what The  Light 
of Christmas is really all about.  
     The 11:00 .m. service will  be more meditative and 
include the adult choir and an inspiring message. 
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   Musings from the Pastor  
 
            
According to Webster’s Dictionary, a landmark is a prominent or conspicuous object on land 

that serves as a guide, especially to ships at sea or to travelers on a road. If I were giving someone   
directions to Walmart from the church, I’d tell them to go to the Post Office, turn right, then take a left 
(heading south) at the four way stop sign.  This is Hartland road.  Take this road south till you come to 
M-59.  Take a right and immediately move to the left turn lane before the U.S.-23 overpass. Walmart 
is on the south side of M-59.  

 
Often times when I’m headed home at night, there are lights, like landmarks, I’ll see that tell 

me where I’m in my journey home.  When I’m on East M-59 past U.S. 23, there is the red light of the 
urgent care facility that tells me I’m almost to Cundy Road.  On Cundy, I look for the overhead street 
lamp in the distance which shows me where to turn onto Maxfield Road. Once on Maxfield Road, 
there is an overhead street light where Maxfield and my street, Odette, intersect. Last winter, as I 
turned down my street, someone had put lights on an evergreen tree by the road that told me I’m     
almost home.  These landmarks were all lights that shone brightly in the darkness and signaled to me, 
where I was on my journey home. 

 
Now, these lights do not shine as brightly as some others, lights I see on the way home, such as 

the shopping centers or eateries.  Some might be captivated by these other lights because they are 
brighter and call us to come in and spend our time and money on things we really don’t need in order 
to live life as God intended.  Sometimes we are detoured by these lights, and they keep us from getting 
to our intended destination. 

 
On your journey this Christmas season, what lights are most captivating your attention?  Are 

they the lights that shine the brightest, such as Christmas tree or outdoor lights?  You may invest time 
in decorating the outside of your homes, but how about the inside?  How do you spend time lighting 
up your spiritual life for this season? 

 
Are the landmarks for this Christmas season about a tree, presents and a man in a red suit?  

What are the landmarks you look for which point you to the true meaning of Christmas? In the book of 
John, it says,  

 

“In him [Jesus] was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines 
in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. The true light that 
gives light to every man was coming into the world.” 
 

 
  The true light of the world is Jesus!  It is the one constant shining light, which will never dim. 
Regardless of the turmoil or clutter darkness in our lives, the light still remains.  As we get closer to 
the light it will shine more brightly. As we get closer to the light, we will reflect that light for others to 
see, so they too might find the light of the world, the true meaning of Christmas! 
 

May your heart be filled with the warmth of God’s great love found in the light of Jesus this 
Christmas season.  

 

                                  Pastor Paul     
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The Light of Christmas 

Make This Christmas Eve Unforgettable 
Experience the Light of Christmas 

 
 

     It’s the most wonderful time of the year—or so the old song goes. Yet we have 

to admit that it doesn’t always feel that way. We can all rattle off a list of the rea-

sons why we feel a twinge of stress or sadness mixed with happiness or excitement 

when the carols start playing in every public setting. Hectic schedules, rampant 

materialism and reminders of personal wounds are just a few of the reasons.  

     Whether you are the person who is ready to relax and savor the season because 

you did all your shopping and preparations months ago (not likely) or the person 

who dreads the busyness, responsibilities or loneliness that steal your joy this time 

of year (much more likely), the Christmas season offers a unique opportunity to 

experience God’s love and grace in the midst of real life. Christmas can still truly 

give us a taste of the most wonderful time of world history. Jesus—the Messiah, 

the Savior—came as the light into the darkness and stress and pain of the world—

our world. That world then, just like our world now, including our lives, needs the 

light to illuminate, clarify, guide, and heal. Christ’s coming brings that ultimate 

light and His peace, joy, and all-consuming love. Those are the true gifts of Christ-

mas. And He is worth celebrating.  

     Join us on Christmas Eve at 7:00 pm or 11:00 pm as we celebrate how Jesus’s 

birth changed everything and brings us hope even today! 

     With special children’s message, candlelight carols, and a relevant message on 

what the Light of Christmas is really all about, we encourage you to bring your 

family and invite everyone you know to come for an unforgettable celebration. 

 
Learn more at hartlandumc.org. 



 

Calendar of Events  

   
    
 
 

  Meetings for December, 2015 
           
    Friday, December 4:      Cookie Walk Set Up, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Saturday, December 5:         Cookie Walk & Craft Sale, 9:00 a.m.— Noon 
 
Monday, December 7:           Stewardship Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, December 8:           Ladies Tea At Secluded Celebrations, 12:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, December 9:   Design Works, 9:00 a.m. 

 Worship Team Meeting, Bring Your Lunch, 12:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, December 10:       Administrative Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, December 11:            Advent Tea, 7:00 p.m.  
 
Saturday, December 12:        Private Party in Armstrong Hall, 12:30 p.m.— 6:00 p.m.    
        
Sunday, December 13:          Secret Angel Revealing at  Marty Hansen’s House, 4:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, December 16:   Staff/Parish/Pastor Relationship Committee, 6:00 p.m. 
                                                  
Saturday, December 19:        HUMM Love Inc. Furniture Pick up and delivery,  8:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, December 20:          Hartland United Methodist Men Meeting, 8:00 a.m. 
  Children's Christmas Pageant  10:15 a.m.        

 Weekly Events in December, 2015 
     

     Every Sunday: 
  Sunday Service,  10:00 a.m. 
  Sunday School,   10:15 a.m. 
  Fellowship Hour,  11:00 a.m.  
     Every Monday: 
  Christianity, Islam and  Other World Religions, 10:30 a.m. 
      Every Tuesday: 
   Prayers and Squares Quilting, 9:00 a.m. 
  “Forgiven, Bible Study” Small Group, 7:00 p.m.  
 

       Every Wednesday:  
  “Book of Psalms Bible Study” Small Group 9:30 a.m.  
  Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m.  
       Every Thursday: 
  Alcoholics Anonymous, 10:00 a.m. 
  Choir Practice, (December 3,10,17), 7:00 p.m. and December 20th 11:30 a.m. 
   

       Every Saturday: 
  

  Alcoholics Anonymous, 10:00 a.m. 
 
                 

      Upcoming Events in January 2016 
 
 

     Happy New Year !!!! 
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                  Special  Dates       

    December Anniversaries 
 

    17,1988 - Kip & Tammy Maggert 
   29,1962 - Ron & Fran Warthman 
   29,1967 – Bill & Jan Martin 

   

Note:   

   We would like to include everyone, so if we 
have missed your birthday or anniversary, 
please let the church office know A.S.A.P.! 

       December Birthdays 

   6    Rob Cannaert 
    8   Megan Kirkpatrick 
  10   Marcie Kanitz 
  11   Chris Rice 
  12   Terri Preiss 
  16   Alexis Clark 
  18   Lauri Jerome 

      December Servants 

 

              Greeters             Ushers 
  
       December   6:  vol. needed                   .       December    6: Don & Marty Hansen         
 December  13:  Vol. needed                         December  13: Gary & Sue LaRoy 
 December  20:  HUMM                                 December  20: HUMM          
       December  27:  Volunteer Needed       December  27: Don & Marty Hansen 
        
 

                   Liturgist Multi Media Specialist 
 
       December     6: Jo Campbell                         December  6 : Charles Kirkpatrick 
       December   13:  Michael Clark                      December 13:  Michael Clark 
       December   20:  Terri Clark   December 20: Gary LaRoy 
       December   27: Charles Kirkpatrick    December 27:Christian Muzo 



 

 

Message from Your Financial Chairperson 
 

    I cannot believe the year will be coming to a close in 30 more days!  As we 
come to this time of year I want to update you on where we stand financially. 

Thank you for your generosity to God this year, yet we are currently behind in our        
support of God’s work here at Hartland United Methodist Church in the following areas:  
$6808.00 in unpaid bills and $17307.00 in apportionments and to be paid by year end.      
This gives us a grand total of $24,115.00 to catch up on all of our church bills. 

The Finance Team, on behalf of the church, comes to you at this time to ask for a         
special catch up offering to be caught up on these bills.  We have calculated that it would 
take $350.00 per giving unit  to finish our year well.  A special offering envelope will be    
available each Sunday in December. 

The three ways you can give are: 
1. Special Catch Up Offering Envelopes provided each Sunday in December. 
2. Give Electronically by using the electronic pew card (using a smartphone/tablet) 

or by going to our church website and by selecting “Give” at the top or “Online Giv-
ing” at the bottom.  

    3. Use “Online Bill Pay” through your bank or simply mail it to the church. 
However you are led by God to give, will be a blessing.  Thank You again! 

            Shalom, 
            Marty Hansen and Finance Team 
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              “Mission News” 

                                                               
 
 

  
 

   Current Needs List 
 
 

 Dishwasher soap 
 Dryer sheets 
 Baby shampoo 
 Shaving cream, Men’s 
 Shaving cream Women’s 
 Razors, Men’s 
 Razors, Women’s 
 Dental floss 
 Mouthwash 
 Tampons 

 
     The Personal Needs Pantry is 
starting to get busy.  As the word 
gets out more people are calling 
and asking about it and how they 
can get more information.  The 
panty is fully stocked but still 
needs some small items to        
complete its inventory.  
     Thank you for your support of 
this mission.  
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     Christmas Tea Celebration 
       December 8, at 12:30 p.m.  

 

      Take a break from your Christmas shopping and come 
and relax with us at Secluded Celebrations. The prepaid 

luncheon is $25.00. Please reserve your seat onthe 
sign up sheet located on the hall bulletin board.  

Advent Tea 
Friday, Dec. 11 at 7:00p.m. 

 
     All women and girls of our church family are invited to attend our Advent 
Tea held in Armstrong Hall. We are in need of volunteers to be table hostesses 

for this event.  The table hostess will decorate a table and provide place settings 
for your guests. We will have a dessert buffet and ask each hostess to bring a 

dessert enough to serve sixteen people. Sign up sheets are posted on the bulletin 
board for table hostesses and their guests.  If You have any questions please  

contact, Pat Coleman at 248-887-1342. 
 

All Church Christmas Breakfast 
And 

Children’s Pageant 
 

Sunday, December 29th at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Join us for the All Church Breakfast hosted by the men. Please sign up 
today on the hallway bulletin board if you would like to attend.  

Following Breakfast, join us at the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service for the 
2015 Christmas Pageant! 
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                                                             Christmas Giving Tree 

 

The remaining presents for our "adopted" Christmas families were purchased last 

weekend to take advantage of Black Friday prices. If you missed the opportunity to 

take a snowflake and purchase a gift, you can still help with a cash donation .We are 

about $80 short. There is a small box under the Angel Tree for cash donations, or see 

Karen Nowak. All purchased presents should be wrapped with the snowflake attached 

and deposited in the large collection box no later than Wednesday, December 9th. 

Thank you for making this a special Christmas for our families. 
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                                   .News from the Frontier!      
                 December 2015 
 
“God doesn’t call the prepared, He prepares the called.” 
 
Lots of people love Ephesians 2:8-9. In summary, you are saved by faith not by works. “With a little faith 
I go to heaven, I don’t have to do anything, I don’t have to give anything, and I don’t have to sacrifice 
anything.” But then there is that annoying verse 10 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 
- 
You may think “maybe God didn’t prepare anything for me” or what you think he prepared you for is so 
big that it can’t be you He was thinking of. That was us for many years. We had careers to focus on, chil-
dren to raise, a mortgage to pay and … Well when we truly started to let God have his way in our lives 
pieces started falling into place for us to do His work. The most recent is when we called Habitat again to 
see about the disaster training class that had been full for months. Three weeks before training was to start, 
we were in North Carolina, and they say someone just cancelled, do we want to go? Here I am Lord, send 
me. The NC build was to end on Friday Nov. 13 afternoon and we had to be in Louisiana by Sunday after-
noon to register and be ready for training Monday morning. Have faith and God will provide and He did. 
We had such a great team that we finished all the work that the H4H affiliate had for us, plus some on 
Thursday, so the Walkers got an extra day to make the drive. 
 
After the training we are now part of Habitat for Humanity Disaster Rebuild Team. Now we are “on-call” 
to help put people back in their homes after a disaster strikes. This type of work has been on Jeff’s heart 
for a long time and we are one step closer to that reality. We don’t want people praying for a disaster so 
we can use these new skills but do pray that when the next disaster strikes that whoever is sent will draw 
on this training to help those that are hurting.  
 
God doesn’t call everyone to leave their home, job and family to travel around the country to build houses 
for people but he is calling you to do something. Maybe it is to be more involved with the church (join a 
bible study or choir or teach Sunday school), maybe to be more involved with a mission (food pantry, 
Cass, Love INC) or maybe you are feeling a need to give more. Whatever you are feeling; think about it, 
pray about it, talk about it and do something about it. God has prepared some good works for each of us, 
the sooner you figure it out and start doing it the more fulfilled you will be. 
 
Barring any disaster, we will be doing several builds in Dade City, Florida and would love to hear from 
you. Our address here is: 
Habitat Campground 
c/o Jeff and Laura Walker 
14431 Rozar Court 
Dade City, FL 33525 
 
Use your time, your talents and your treasure to bring God’s kingdom to earth and you will be richly re-
warded in ways you never expected. Have a Merry Christmas and we will “see” you in the New Year. 
 
Jeff and Laura Walker 
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