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 Musings from the Pastor 

The other day I received a phone call from Mike. I had some interaction with
him a number of years ago when he and his first business partner asked me to
bless a business arrangement they were entering into. At the time they had a good
business plan and a great future for success. However, a few years later the
business failed and that is when Mike gave me a call. Through our conversation
I could hear the concerns he had and how to face them.
Now Mike had grown up in the church and so I asked him what he thought
Jesus would have him do in this situation. As we continued to talk it became
clear that he had not invested much time with God for a number of years. He said
he had been considering going back to church, except he couldn’t take the next
step for some reason. At this point I was as concerned for his eternal destination
as I was for how he would face his situation. So I asked him, “If someone came
up to you and asked how to get to heaven, what would you say to them?”
Friends, this is the question everyone must answer, and this is the reason for
Easter. You see just three days before Easter, Jesus paid the penalty for all of our
disobedience to God by dying on the cross. By putting our trust in Jesus as our
Savior and seeking to live a life in service to God, we become a child of God’s
and become heaven bound. So that nobody could dispute what Jesus had done,
God raised him from the dead to be alive forever more.
It’s as if Jesus’ resurrection is God’s final statement on the matter of eternity.
You either believe in Jesus or you do not… and if your belief is sincere, your
actions should line up such that you will order your life to serve God and others
in this lifetime.
With Mike, he did renew his trust in Jesus that day, and it is my prayer he
follows through with going back to church. It is God’s plan that through the
church, people will grow in grace joining with others to put their faith into
action.
So join with me this Easter to celebrate all of what God has done, and all of
what God continues to do in our lives.
Blessings on the Journey,
Pastor Paul
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Calendar of Events
Meetings for April 2017
Sun.

April 2:

The Screwtape Letters Study, 11:30 a.m.

Mon. April 3:

Trustees Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
Visitation Ministry Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Wed. April 5:

Design Works, 9:00 a.m.

Thur. April 6:

The Screwtape Letters Study, 7:00 p.m.

Sat.

4 - H Club Meeting, 8:00 a.m.
Personal Needs Pantry Delivery, 9:30 a.m.

April 8:

Wed. April 12:

Worship Team Meeting, 12:30 p.m.

Wed. April 19:

Crafts for Christ, 12:30 p.m.

Sat.

NO UMM / Love Inc. Furniture Delivery, 8:00 a.m.

April 22:

Thur. April 27:

Vision Team Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Fri.

April 28:

Fun and Games Night, 6:00 p.m.

Sat.

April 29

Personal Needs Pantry Delivery, 9:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.

Weekly Events in April, 2017
Every Sunday:

Every Monday:
Every Tuesday:

Sunday Service,
Sunday School,
Fellowship Hour,

Bible Study, 10:30 a.m.

Prayers and Squares Quilting, 9:00 a.m.

Every Wednesday:

Every Thursday:

Every Saturday:

10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous, 10:00 a.m.
Choir Practice, 7:00 p.m. April 6, (Saturday,15), 27

Alcoholics Anonymous, 10:00 a.m.
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April Birthdays
3

Luke Gruenberg

8

Tiffany Rodocker

11

Alec Ruby

13 Marge Kennedy
Earl Campbell
19 Brienne Daniel
Joshua Voight

April Anniversaries
3, 1961

20 Maggie Ruby
22 Vivian Lemon

19,

Larry & Pat Schleh
Don & Pat Coleman

April Servants
Greeters

Ushers

April 2: Volunteers Needed
April 9: Volunteers Needed
April 16: Hartland Methodist Men
April 23: Volunteers Needed
April 30: Volunteers Needed

April 2:
April 9:
April 16:
April 23:
April 30:

Liturgist

Jim & Mary Jo Malott
Volunteers Needed
Jeff & Linda Gordinier
Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed

Multi Media Specialist

April 2: Shelia Daniel
April 9: Charles Kirkpatrick
April 16: Michelle Nelson
April 23: Shelia Daniel
April 30: Fran Warthman

April 2:
April 9:
April 16:
April 23:
April 30:
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Charles Kirkpatrick
Jeff Jackson
Mary Jo Bell
Jo Campbell
Volunteer Needed

News from the Frontier!
“Do you love me?”
We are doing a Facebook bible study with Kelly Breniser (a former HUMC
member who moved to TN) on the book of John. Funny story, she sent the post
while we were in North Carolina and we decided to do it. We didn’t know how to
get the book
because we were not going to be in any place for more than a few days for the
next three weeks. We were trying (and failing) to download the book onto the
Kindle on a Wednesday night while we were in Macon, GA. We had dinner with
Ivey, the executive director of the local Habitat affiliate, and went with them to
their bible study, guess what book they were starting? We have been so blessed on
this journey of ours. How could it be that a church in Tennessee decides to have a
bible study online and a church in Georgia has the book we need to do the study if
God isn’t somewhere in the mix? And for a little icing on the cake, Ivey’s Lenten
sacrifice is to give something away every day so she gave us her copy and would
not let us pay for the book.
As we come into April with Easter right around the corner, we think of rabbits,
eggs and new bonnets. We rejoice at Jesus’ triumphant entrance to Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday. But are sullen and somber less than a few days later when He is
dead and buried. I’m sure everyone reading this knows that this is not the end of
the story. On Easter Sunday, the Mary’s find the empty tomb and Jesus tells them
to have the apostles meet Him in Galilee. Here is that story.
“Do you love me?”
Three times Jesus asked Peter this question. It was a simple question asked of
Peter right after Jesus’ resurrection and it is asked of us today. The question is
simple and our desire to answer in the affirmative is overwhelming, but the answer is not easy to follow through with. And even harder is the commission that
Peter received after saying, “Yes Lord, you know everything, you know that I
love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” (John 21:18) Peter was lucky. He only
had to answer the question three times for the three times he denied Christ. How
many times would Jesus have to ask me that question? What would be my answer? These are the kinds of questions that come to people that live in a R.V.
As we continue to follow Jesus, “Feeding his sheep” by building houses for
them, we think we are doing all we are supposed to do. Then we read the bible or
go to a study and think about how much more we should be doing. When is
enough, enough? When are we done? And the answer is: as long as we have
breath in our lungs and our hearts are still beating, We will try to bring one more
soul to God, save one more for Jesus, help someone along their path, ease
someone’s burden, and work to bring the Kingdom of God here to Earth. This is
our mission, our purpose and it is what all Christians should strive for.
God loves each and every one of us. He forgives our sins and His only question
is: “Do you love me?”
Yours in Christ,
Jeff and Laura Walker
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Holocaust Museum Church Field Trip
The Worship Team would like to invite you and your family and friends to
visit the Holocaust Center in Farmington Hills on May 21, 2017. We will
provide a light lunch between worship and leaving by noon for the museum.
We have a docent-led tour of the museum scheduled for 1:00. We are to
plan on 2 to 2 ½ hours for the tour. Currently there is a special exhibit at the
museum entitled: Anne Frank: A History for Today.

The cost of admission is $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for students 6th-12th
grade. The museum is not recommended for younger children.
The mission statement from their website says: “It is the mission of the
Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus to remember those who
perished and survived the Holocaust and, in a world increasingly faced with
sectarian strife and intolerance, to set forth the lessons of the Holocaust as a
model for teaching ethical conduct and responsible decision-making. By
highlighting those individuals who, in the midst of evil, stood for the best
rather than the worst of human nature, the Holocaust Memorial Center seeks to
contribute to maintaining an open, free society.” May I add to that statement
Amen and Amen.
Please sign up on the list on the bulletin board by May 14 so we can make
firm reservations and plan the luncheon. As we need to pay the group
admission charge in one payment, please prepay using the envelopes with the
sign-up sheet.
Thank you,
Pat Harton
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Come and join with other men as we
spend time hanging out, barbecuing steaks
and learning more about Faith, Hope, and
Love in the Gospel of John!

Bay Shore Camp
Sebewaing, MI
April 7th , 8th @ 6:00 p.m.

The United Methodist Men will cover a
portion of the retreat cost, so the cost of
the Retreat is $50.

To register go to
w ww.bayshorecamp.org/mensretreat

Speaker: Pastor Tom Anderson

Family Game Night
Gather your family and friends for a fun night at the church. Bring your favorite snack
to share to our first all church game night on Friday 4-23-2017 at 6:30 pm. Have a
favorite game you love to play? You are welcome to bring it along or we will have
games, dominos and cards available. So come along and join the fun!!!

Personal Needs Pantry
Did you

know that our Personal Needs Pantry has served many area families? One
of the most important parts of serving the pantry is praying with our clients and
demonstrating God’s love and care for them.
This month we are getting low on the following supplies: Dish Washer Detergent,
Dish Soap, Laundry Detergent and Dryer Sheets. We also need people to sign up
to serve the clients. Thank you for helping in this vital ministry to our community.

Let’s Go Camping
When: J une 23 - June 25th
Where: Myer s’s Lake Campground in Byron, Michigan
Website: www.myer slake.or g
More Information coming. Remember to save the dates
to include all church camping
in your summer plans.
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Spaghetti Dinner 2017

8

Thinking Ahead to Holy Week
The final week before Easter is called Holy Week and starts with Palm Sunday, marking the
triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. Jesus sat on the young donkey and slowly, humbly,
made his entry into Jerusalem, fulfilling the ancient prophecy in Zechariah 9:9. The crowds
Awelcomed him by waving palm branches in the air and shouting "Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!"
On Monday, Jesus returned to Jerusalem when he cleansed the temple, overturning the tables
of the money changers and cursed the fig tree for not bearing fruit.
Tuesday afternoon Jesus left the city and went with his disciples to the Mount of Olives, which
overlooks Jerusalem due east of the Temple. Here Jesus gave the Olivet Discourse, an elaborate
prophecy about the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the age. He taught in parables using
symbolic language about end times events, including his Second Coming and the final judgment.
On Thursday (Maundy Thursday), Jesus shared the feast of Passover with his disciples saying,
"I have been very eager to eat this Passover meal with you before my suffering begins. For I tell
you now that I won't eat this meal again until its meaning is fulfilled in the Kingdom of
God." (Luke 22:15-16, NLT)
As the Lamb of God, Jesus was about to fulfill the meaning of the Passover by giving his body
to be broken and his blood to be shed in sacrifice, freeing us from sin and death. During this Last
Supper, Jesus established the Lord's Supper, or Communion, instructing his followers to continually remember his sacrifice by sharing in the elements of bread and wine (Luke 22:19-20).
And that brings us to Good Friday, the most difficult day of Passion Week. Christ's journey
turned treacherous and acutely painful in these final hours leading to his death. He endured the
shame of false accusations, condemnation, mockery, beatings, and abandonment. After multiple
unlawful trials, he was sentenced to death by crucifixion, one of the most horrible and disgraceful
methods of capital punishment. And before he was led away, soldiers spit on him, tormented and
mocked him, and pierced him with a crown of thorns. Then Jesus carried his own cross to Calvary
where, again, he was mocked and insulted as Roman soldiers nailed him to the wooden cross.
Jesus' body lay in the tomb where it was guarded by Roman soldiers throughout the day on
Saturday, which was the Sabbath. There he paid the penalty for sin by offering the perfect, spotless sacrifice. He conquered death, both spiritually and physically, securing our eternal salvation
(1 Peter 1:18-19, NLT).
Easter is the culmination of Passion Week. Easter is the most holy of Christian holidays. It is
on Easter that we celebrate the risen Christ, who suffered and died for our sins so that we might
be in right relationship with God. You have a chance to celebrate Maundy Thursday in a
community service at HUMC at 7:00 p.m. A Good Friday community service will be held at
All Saints Lutheran Church at 7:30 p.m.
Easter Blessings,
Pat Harton
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